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Are you ready to share a simple meal with
friends, to Eat Like an Orphan from a steel
bowl and raise some funds in the process?
If so, why wait? On the other hand, you may
prefer to plan your event to happen in our
Appeal Week. Either way . . .

1. Contact us NOW to confirm that you are
taking part by -

n Phone:    01922 645112
n Text:       07990 543 406
n Email:  info@krasifaid.org.uk
n Post:  Krasif Aid, 32 Daw End Lane,

 Walsall WS4 1JR

2. Send us your registration fee of £2.50 per
head (payable to Krasif Aid) plus a delivery
address to which we should post the steel
bowls etc., for your use. (There are special
reductions for larger church / school groups
- please talk to us)

3. Organise your event, ask for donations or
maybe even get yourselves sponsored for
the whole week!

4. We will send you some resources by post
or you can download them from

http://krasifaid.org.uk//elao general.pdf

5. ‘Eat Like An Orphan’ during the week 26th
September – 2nd October . . . and don’t
forget to have a great time doing it.

6. Finally, send us whatever money you raise
at your event and so bless some of the most
needy people in Europe ...

Each year many willing volunteers give their time, money and
energy to join teams serving in Bulgaria. Chris and I had the
privilege of leading a group of twelve first-time visitors from All

Saints Church, Wellington this
Easter. Some of them worked
tirelessly at the Blue House, plas-
tering, rendering and painting,
whilst the others poured them-
selves out bringing joy to the
lives of needy children. “A very
rewarding experience,” was how
Liz, a member of the team,
summed up their time in Sliven.

We hope you will be encouraged
by the latest news. May we also
thank you for your prayers and
support in these challenging
days. It is you, our supporters,
who enable all of us to follow, in
some small way, the example of
a giant of the Faith like John
Wesley.

With Many Blessings,

… an inspiring quote from a man with
a mission from God. John Wesley, co-
founder of the Methodist movement
with his brother Charles, travelled on
horseback, preaching two or three
times each day. He rode 250,000 miles,
gave away £30,000 - a fortune at the
time - and preached more than 40,000
sermons. He also formed societies, com-
missioned preachers, opened chapels,
administered aid charities, prescribed
help for the sick and superintended
schools and orphanages.

Wesley viewed the gospel as impacting
every aspect of life. Our ministry typifies
this approach. Together with our part-
ners in Bulgaria - we are preaching the
gospel of Jesus and supporting pastors,
churches and charitable initiatives to
help those who are sick, disabled and
abandoned. Unlike Wesley, though, we
do it without horses!

Vic & Alwyn teach Jonah,
a world-travelling bear,
the knack of rendering

Reaching out with Christian love: serving Eastern Europe



· The nursing team helped 75 patients during the period, entailing
a total of 938 home visits. Help included physiotherapy, medical
massages, changing dressings, injections and specialised med-
ical form-filling for patients who are not able to do this by
themselves.

· 25 patients received regular speech therapy.
· 10 patients were seen by a psychologist.
· 697 people received humanitarian aid or welfare advice and

support during the period. This included food, clothes and
shoes, medical / disability aids and equipment.

· Various groups were hosted at the Centre each week, including
six ladies from a nearby sheltered home and another largely
younger group who live alone or with family. All these have a
mental or physical disability. They undertake work therapy by
jewellery, card and felt making. Some are also being taught to
read and write.

· A new group has started, part of a national initiative promoting
the importance of breast- feeding.

· Training seminars with UK professionals passing on their skills
to local social, health and care workers. This is a long-term
priority for the Blue House.

· This quarter, a brand new scheme began to kick-start the recruit-
ment of foster carers – vital with the closure of many children’s
homes. Mary Banks from Walsall Social Services and a member
of ‘The Church at Junction 10’ in Walsall, conducted a week of
seminars on the principles and practice of fostering. A Sliven
social worker, funded for 12 months by a member of the
Walsall church, will now be seconded to lead the process on the
ground. More news on this in a future edition.

We ought to add to this list the organising and hosting of visiting
UK church teams; participation in local strategy development for
Sliven social care services and help given with the selection of

beneficiaries for the ‘food bank’ at the local Bulgarian Red Cross
Centre. Taken together, the report builds a picture of the scope and
significance of Blue House activity, the hope imparted and the
positive outcomes delivered. And the beneficiaries? ... a great
number of needy people who, otherwise, would not be able to

access or afford the care and help provided. This is a remarkable
work which would not happen without the ongoing commitment of
our many supporters. A big ‘thank you’ from Genka.

So what’s been happening at the Blue House?

This spring has seen the completion of the building renovations
which began soon after the Centre was purchased in 2003. The
most recent work involved the small annexe building which now is
looking wonderful and will allow the range of services on offer to
be extended. Very soon we expect the opening of the new charity
shop on site, providing welcome additional funds for the work.

The Blue House is all about changing the lives of those who are
helped. Each quarter we receive a detailed report from the Director,
Genka Ivanova, in which she gives all the up to date news and a
summary of activities. Here are some of the key returns for the most
recent quarter: Mrs Penka Chomoneva, a Bulgarian lady who died on 19th May this

year, was the widow of the late Dr George Chomonev. They were a
formidable couple; each equally so in their own right.

Twenty years ago, when I first went to Varna, I was unreservedly
welcomed into their home – an apartment on the 7th floor of a
block of flats in Struga Street. My command of the Bulgarian
language was nil and Penka’s knowledge of the English language
was not much better. These limitations did nothing to diminish the
warmth of genuine Christian love and kindness I was shown.

At a time of great austerity
and hardship in Bulgaria,
they fed me cake ... while
they could only look on as I
ate. On many occasions,
over subsequent years, I was
afforded the same generous
hospitality.

However, it was not until
January 1996 that I became
part of a very special minis-
try that George and Penka were engaged in. On a very cold Saturday
afternoon I was taken by this formidable couple - more than
reluctantly, I must admit - to a remote village called Burzitsa. At the
centre of that hamlet was a Children’s Home, an orphanage occu-
pied by 68 children between 5 and 16 years of age.

Under Communist rule, what went on in State institutions was
beyond enquiry or challenge and our visit would have been unthink-
able. When the regime collapsed in 1992, Dr George was quick to
look for himself at what was going on inside the Home. What he
saw filled him with determination to work for change. On my arrival
there, four years later, what I saw shocked me. It affected me
emotionally ... and has ever since.



These children were surviving in unbelievably awful conditions. Yet,
laughing and joyful, they hugged Dr. George and Penka with
uncontrolled delight. If ever there was a modern-day example of
Matthew 25 verses 34 – 40 being demonstrated, this was it.

Of course, the main attraction for the children was the goodies
which George and Penka had brought with them. Equally, the
youngsters recognised the love and care emanating from this
special couple. It was through them that the children were intro-
duced to the God who loves them and the Saviour who wants to
take them in His arms. Throughout the ensuing years, George and
Penka were the driving force behind the transformation that has
taken place at Burzitsa.

Whenever problems with the local Municipality and National
administration arose, Penka was at the forefront of the action.
Her strength of character, her reluctance to accept defeat, her
determination to improve the quality of life for the children and staff
at Burzitsa, was unyielding. Even after George’s death in 2004,
Penka, with support from her daughter Villi, continued with her
commitment to the children. It had become a passion that only her
death was to interrupt. She and George were unsung saints, content
to sow their lives for Jesus, knowing that a harvest was assured -
whatever that might look like.

God’s nature is to give … “For God so loved the world that He gave
His only begotten son, Jesus…”.

As we read scripture, we cannot fail to see God’s desire to bless His
children abundantly, in all sorts of ways. We see Jesus demonstrat-
ing this in numerous examples – the wedding at Cana (John 2), the
feeding of the 5,000 (Matt 14), the feeding of the four thousand
(Matt 15). What is striking is that Jesus doesn’t provide just enough;

he provides more than enough ... more wine than can be drunk;
more food than can be eaten.

God not only gives with generosity, He gives with purpose and to
invite our response. It is a right principle that, as God blesses us, so
we should bless others. Should we not expect to be led by the Holy
Spirit to demonstrate God’s love and character to those around us?
To use a metaphor, we should be channels through which the
Kingdom of Heaven breaks through into a broken world. There is
no lack in Heaven. There is no economic crisis there … and Jesus
told us to pray ‘Thy kingdom come on earth, as it is in heaven’ (Matt
6v10). The only issue for me is not whether I should be giving but
to whom and how.

Another clear principle that runs through the Bible is that of
seedtime and harvest – we reap in proportion to what we sow. So,
not only should we be careful what we sow but also where we sow

– where is the good ground? As we sow into good soil, God
multiplies the seed sown and enables us to increase our giving and
sowing – a virtuous cycle is created (2Cor9).

Krasif Aid does all it can to ensure that what we are doing is in line
with God’s specific call to us and, as a result, we trust that we are
stewards of some ‘good ground’. As you are reading this article, I
guess you identify with aspects of our work and the needs we report.
I would encourage you to ask the Lord if He would have you sow
into our work – maybe a one-off gift, maybe on a regular basis,
maybe to review your giving.

Missions are already reporting that their incomes are being
squeezed in the current economic climate. With the exchange rate
in its current depressed state, we need to do more than maintain
our current income. We need to increase our monthly income
significantly. If you are minded to vary your giving, you will find
information on the back page that will tell you how.

Whatever your decision, our prayer for you is that you will know
God’s amazing grace and blessing in your life and that, through you,
many lives will be touched for the Kingdom.

Minka, a lady
featured in Kras-
if News last
summer, had
been diagnosed
with a terminal
brain tumour.
She was having
two visits each
week from Blue
House kinetic
therapist Radhus, for physio and other therapeutic exercises with
her. This was with a view to easing some of the pain and suffering
that Minka was going through daily.

However, the latest report is that Minka has made huge progress
and is even fit enough to resume her office job. Many of the
patients, like Minka, refer to the Blue House nurses as their
‘ministering angels’. The care and devotion shown by the team, plus
the prayers of many, do provide some amazing results at times!
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Please return this form to: Brian & Chris Clarke, Krasif Aid, 32 Daw End Lane, Walsall, West Midlands WS4 1JR
Tel: 01922 645112    Mob: 07990 543406    Email: brianchris@krasifaid.org.uk    Web: www.krasifaid.org.uk

Company Limited by Guarantee in England & Wales No: 6533519       Registered Charity Number: 1123948

NEWSLETTERS & PRAYER UPDATES:

Please send me news & information by

 EMAIL ONLY

or please post _____ PAPER COPY/IES

DONATIONS:

I wish to make a gift of £ ________

       to be used where needed most

       for the following purpose  _________

______________________________________

       I am not a taxpayer, so enclose my
         cheque payable to Krasif Aid.

NAME:

ADDRESS:

                            POST CODE:

TEL:                  E-MAIL:
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KRASIF Response Slip

DATE: Please tick boxes as appropriate:

GIFT AID & REGULAR GIVING

Gift Aided donations and
repeat giving by standing order

are processed for us by
Stewardship Services.

If you are gift aiding your
donation or wish to set up
a standing order, please
do not send your gift with

this form. We will send you
instructions on how to

make your gift via
Stewardship Services.

‡

‡
NOTE: If the project or ministry for which a gift or donation is received has already been fully funded, discontinued or cannot be completed for whatever reason, the Trustees
of Krasif Aid will use those funds where they feel it is most appropriate. For legal and accounting reasons, all gifts or donations will be accepted only on this basis.

7

We have sent many tons of aid goods to Bulgaria in recent
years and currently are building up our next consignment ... but
now very slowly. As never before, the flow of donated items has
slowed to a trickle - no doubt a consequence of the austerity
measures the UK is having to cope with. Please pray.

Bulgaria's jobless rate stood at 8.7 per cent as of late June,
corresponding to 322,000 unemployed, 37,000 fewer than the
number registered in the same period of the previous year.

The BG Government plans to
raise the minimum monthly
wage to 270 leva (£122) from
September and to increase
widows’ pensions by 15 leva
to 40 leva on average ... that’s
£18 per month. The increase
will affect about 700,000
pensioners. At present rates,
a widow gets 20% of her late
spouse’s pension. This is set
to increase to 25% ... but only
if it is approved in Parliament. What is
25% of next to nothing? How do they survive?

The annual profit from human trafficking and prostitution for the
Bulgarian mafia is over one billion euros, an international report
revealed last month. Every year there are around 10,000 victims
of human trafficking in Bulgaria. According to the report, 70
percent of the prostitutes in Belgium are of Bulgarian origin.

Sliven is one of the worst areas for gangs who trick young girls into
a life of forced prostitution. There is also a trend that has appeared
recently - Bulgarian girls are being trafficked to countries like the
USA and South Africa. Roma (gypsy) girls are particularly vulnera-
ble ... and from quite tender ages.
With the Olympic Games due to be held in London next year, there
is no doubt that hundreds of Bulgarian girls will be trafficked into
the Capital. Slavery is alive, prospering and on our doorstep.

Brian & Chris Clarke
seen with a couple
of their Bulgarian

friends


