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Waif to Worship Leader

Happy New Year! Thank you for taking time to read this edition of
Krasif News. We do so much appreciate your interest, prayers and
support for those in need in Bulgaria.

One of the most moving news stories of last year was surely the
incredible rescue of those thirty three miners, trapped more than
seven hundred metres underground for sixty nine days in the San
Jose mine in Chile . . . a most desperate situation.

The television pictures on the final day contained powerful imagery
of salvation . . . men who were lost but now found; from the depths
to the heights; from darkness into light; from imprisonment to
freedom; from death to new life!

The Rev Alfredo Cooper, chaplain to the Chilean President, said that
all thirty three men emerged from the mine with either a new found
or renewed faith in God. “Many were Catholics but most went down
the mine that fateful day without any belief. Many were nominal in
their faith. Now they all say this: 'We were not thirty three, we were
thirty four because Jesus Christ was with us down there.'”

Emmanuel – God with us - is not just a Christmas theme but is for
every person, every day, everywhere. That of course includes people
in Britain and Bulgaria, as well as in Chile. Please pray with us that
this may become a reality in the lives of many more people in 2011.
Many blessings,

Brian & Chris Clarke

Dimo was just one amongst the many abandoned Roma (gypsy)
children who Brian Glover and Chris Hutchings came across in June
1996 when they first visited the children’s home at Burzitsa. He was
a young teenager, probably about fourteen years old. Eventually,
Dimo was moved on to another Government-run home, this time at
Shumen. They saw him there
a second  time when they
visited in 1999, just before he
was due to go into the army
for  nine months national
service.

After his stint in the military,
Demo returned to Provadia, a
bustling small town fifteen
kilometres north of Burzitsa.
A friend there invited him to
the Pentecostal Church
where he found a personal
faith in Jesus and became a
Christian.

Somehow, he  was reunited
with a girl named Genka who
had also been in the Burzitsa
home while he was there.

They fell in love, married and
now have a beautiful three year old daughter called Faith. They went
on to make their home in Provadia, in one of the many concrete
blocks of flats, and they worship together as a family at the Town’s
Pentecostal Church.

Demo works for a firm of plumbers’ merchants in Varna. His
self-taught English is so good that his employers use his skills when
negotiating with English customers. His wife works part-time in the
Provadia health clinic.

When Brian, Christopher and their building team went out to
Burzitsa in June last year, they finally managed to locate the
Provadia Pentecostal Church - they meet in an old cinema building
- and so went there on the Sunday to join the church for
worship. They were delighted to bump into Dimo again, now for the
third time,

where they found him leading the worship. When the
sermon was preached, Dimo sat behind the English visitors,
summarising and interpreting for them as well as explain-
ing what was happening as the service proceeded.

Over a meal with Dimo
and his wife later in
the  week,  the  team
were   struck   by   his
lively  interest    in    all
aspects of the modern
world,   both in  and
beyond  Bulgaria.   He
was also eager to do
what he could to help
a  ‘fellow   orphan’,
a young resident    at

the Burzitsa home, to
organise his travel plans for a visit to Devon later this year.

We might assume that being raised in an orphanage is a
barrier for such institutionalised children to go on to live

fulfilled lives. Dimo, however, stands as a reminder of the power of
the human spirit,  what can happen when under-privileged kids get
a ‘break’ and of the words of St. Paul in Phillipians, 4:13, “I can do
all things through Christ who strengthens me.”

Chris summed it up by saying,” Last summer's visit to Burzitsa was
very special for me. Being able to renew friendship with Dimo and
learn about his journey to faith was very exciting. Who knows what
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When the basic rate of income tax fell from 22% to 20% in April
2008, this had the effect of reducing the amount of tax relief a
charity could claim on Gift Aided donations made by individuals.
  To help charities with this
sudden loss of income, the Government introduced ‘transitional
relief’ under which they top up Gift Aid claims, to make up the 2%
reduction.  The relief comes to an end
on 5th April this year.

At the moment a donation of £100 from an individual taxpayer to
Krasif Aid is worth £128.21 after Gift Aid, including transitional relief.
As from 6 April, a donation of £100 will only be worth £125. Whilst
this may seem quite small, when taken across our donor base this
does represent a significant reduction in our income.

Please consider the effect of this on your giving to Krasif Aid.

Some of our donors have not signed up to give their gifts through
the gift aid scheme. If you are a taxpayer, this could add 25% to the
value of your gift without additional cost to you. Please e-mail us for

We welcome Paul & Joy Gilliver onto the Board of Krasif Aid. In 1992,
following twenty year backgrounds in Engineering and
Catering, Paul & Joy pursued God’s call on their lives to full time
Christian ministry.

Initially they trained and worked with Youth With A Mission (YWAM),
leading a number of Crossroads Discipleship Training Schools. In
2002, they moved on to
work with Saltmine Trust
as part of their Eastern
Europe ministry, a work
which was focused pri-
marily on Bulgaria.

There they worked very
closely with Brian and
Chris Clarke who, at that
time, were the Saltmine
Country Managers, lead-
ing the said Eastern
European work. With the formation of Krasif Aid in 2008 and a
refocusing of the Bulgaria work, it was a natural move for Paul and
Joy to maintain their partnership with Brian & Chris.

Over the years their vision has remained constant -  to encourage
the local church to become more involved in mission by motivating
and facilitating teams and individuals, leading them on overseas
trips when necessary.

They not only bring fifteen years experience of building mission
teams but also have been involved in leading worship for twenty
five years. They are both actively engaged in the life of Hinckley
Baptist Church in Leicestershire, where Paul is a deacon on the
leadership team.

As this edition of Krasif News goes to press, we are
holding our first official ‘Praying for Bulgaria’ Sunday.

We are delighted with the response from churches that

are willing to take part in this initiative.

We hope that each year, supporting churches here in the UK will
dedicate a short prayer time in their main service to pray for the
topics provided by our eight church partners in Bulgaria. How it is
done is a matter for each church, to fit in with normal custom. In
Bulgaria it is typical to stand for prayer and often to sit for singing..
We would like to think that an annual prayer day will grow
to become an important event in the Krasif Aid calendar.

Remember, too, that our Bulgarian brothers and sisters will
be praying for us on the same day.

We asked each of our church friends in Bulgaria to provide one
prayer topic for their Nation, one for their region or city and one for
their own church. We then used these to compile the final prayer
topics, to be sent to churches here in the UK in the form of a
PowerPoint presentation. We have reproduced the lists below..
We invite you to use them as a guide to your own prayers
for Bulgaria in the months ahead.

n Poverty, especially during the winter
n Social & Economic Issues – wisdom in dealing with them
n Corruption in Government and society
n Revival – people would turn to God during these difficult times
n Fair treatment for evangelical churches - still looked on as sects

n Unity of evangelical pastors
n City outreaches – churches working together for the gospel
n Christians will be more committed in their witnessing
n Raising of 30 metre cross in Varna - to be seen by whole city
n High levels of unemployment in some regions

n August concerts with the band “No Longer Music” in Razgrad
n Understanding the importance of being a church ‘family’
n New opportunities for witness
n The Blue House – to be a place of God’s grace, mercy and love
n Completion of new building – Sofia Baptist Church
n Progress towards building work at Antioch Church, Sliven
n Accommodation needs for a pastor in Varna

n Health & strength for pastors and more church workers to help

Our love and thanks go to the following:
First Baptist Church, Varna
Second Baptist Church, Varna
Antioch Roma Church, Sliven
Razgrad Millet Church
Sliven Baptist Church
Sliven Congregational Church
Sofia Baptist Church
Initiative Compassion Foundation (Blue House), Sliven

We will be happy to receive any feedback or comments from the day
to help us when planning future events. These can be sent to us or
to the project co-ordinator, Paul Gilliver, at pgilliver@yahoo.com



As I went to the front at the Bulgaria Day gathering last May to give
a review of the finances of Krasif Aid, I felt God was speaking to me.
He was urging me to emphasise the importance of raising the
£10,000 needed to complete the unfinished building work at the
Blue House in Sliven. The building has remained uncompleted for
far too long. God was faithful to His prompting. Within three months
we had £5000, which was sent to Sliven in September.

Since then we have received a revised estimate of the costs to finish
off the Blue House and the smaller annexe building and to equip
them for the various new activities that will be carried out there. This
revised estimate showed that, after the £5,000 had been spent, there
was still the need to find another £10,700. Most of this upward
revision has since been covered by a grant of £8,000 from a legacy
fund managed by one of our partnering churches. This fund had

previously given generous support the work at Tvarditsa Men’s
Institution. Together with other specific donations we now have
£10,300, only marginally short of the required amount.

One of our long term goals is for the Blue House to generate its own
stream of income. After much consideration and input from the
Director, Genka Ivanova, Krasif Aid has decided to provide the initial
funds required, as well as some working capital (£2,600 in total), to
set up a second hand clothes and craft shop within the existing
Blue House site. The craft items would be made by the various
projects in the Blue House.

The Krasif Board have also decided to honour the work of our
Bulgarian friends at the Blue House by making a commitment to
endeavour to raise sufficient funds each month to pay the staff the
minimum pay rates required by Bulgarian law for their jobs. Most
of their salaries have not increased since before Bulgaria joined the
EU in 2007 and do not reflect the considerable rise in wages that

has ensued. This means increasing our giving by £700 a month. We
have made this commitment in faith as we do not have this extra
money.

We also plan in the coming months to support the creation of a
better meeting and conference centre with a laptop computer and
projector, particularly for use by visiting professionals in their

training seminars.
This will  be dedi-
cated to   our  late
friend   and   co-
worker,   Christine
Harrison, and will
mark  her long
commitment    to
The Blue House.
The funds for this
project have come
from her relatives
and friends.

Can I please ask
that you remem-
ber these financial
needs  in  prayer?
I know that our
God is  Jehovah
Jireh but He may
be nudging you to
give to this work.

Details of how to make your gift may be found on the back page.

Thank you.

Colin Tyne – Financial Director

The latest DVD of the work at the Blue
House is now available, free of charge.

If you would like a copy, please
contact us.
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Please return this form to: Brian & Chris Clarke, Krasif Aid, 32 Daw End Lane, Walsall, West Midlands WS4 1JR
Tel: 01922 645112    Mob: 07990 543406    Email: brianchris@krasifaid.org.uk    Web: www.krasifaid.org.uk

Company Limited by Guarantee in England & Wales No: 6533519       Registered Charity Number: 1123948

NEWSLETTERS & PRAYER UPDATES:

Please send me news & information by

EMAIL ONLY

or please post _____ PAPER COPY/IES

DONATIONS:

I wish to make a gift of £ ________

to be used where needed most

for the following purpose  _________

______________________________________
I am not a taxpayer, so enclose my

cheque payable to Krasif Aid.

NAME:

ADDRESS:

POST CODE:

TEL:                 E-MAIL:
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KRASIF Response Slip

DATE: Please tick boxes as appropriate:

GIFT AID & REGULAR GIVING

Gift Aided donations and
repeat giving by standing order

are processed for us by

Stewardship Services.

If you are gift aiding your
donation or wish to set up
a standing order, please
do not send your gift with

this form. We will send you
instructions on how to

make your gift via
Stewardship Services.

‡

‡NOTE: If the project or ministry for which a gift or donation is received has already been fully funded, discontinued or cannot be completed for whatever reason, the Trustees
of Krasif Aid will use those funds where they feel it is most appropriate. For legal and accounting reasons, all gifts or donations will be accepted only on this basis.
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Area: 3,544 sq km

Population: 207,786

Pop. Density: 58 people
per sq km

Unemployment: 12
2%

Sliven Stats: Foreign language training:
English  6,191

German 3,028

Russian 1,777

French  1,665

Average Wage € 1,766 Euro p.a.
(£2,100 p.a.) = (£175 per month)

We do so value all the support that we receive from many
churches and individuals around the country. While we are
based primarily in the West Midlands, members of the Krasif

Aid team are always open to visiting churches farther afield.

During 2011 we are planning to increase these visits and we
would be happy to hear from you if you would like a group of
us to come to your church.

We can provide all that is needed for a complete service,
including speaker, videos, testimonies and even the music and
worship leading. For some churches this might be an option
for your Sunday evening service.

Do  contact us if you would be open to a visit.

Many  of our supporters
have   helped   Bulgaria
over the years by selling
our popular  range of
Krasif Bulgarian Jewellery.
Boxes of assorted designs
are always available on a
sale or return basis.

Right now we are having
a stock clearance sale of
many items, all marked
down at discount prices.
These range between just
50p and £2 each. Please
contact us now to order
your sale box!

Our annual get together for friends and supporters will take
place this year on Saturday 25th June, in the Walsall area.

This time we are looking to hold a garden party event as a fund
raiser, when there will be opportunity to meet, mingle and share
together over all the latest developments.

Please book the date in your diary now and let us know if you
are planning to join us.

We fondly remember
our late friend, Chris

Harrison, who went to
be with the LORD last

July. Chris and her
husband, Brian, led a
work team to Sliven

from Walsall every
August. She was much
loved by all who knew

her in Bulgaria.
Her work is done: she
is at rest with Jesus,
her Lord and saviour.


